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nation. Against this tendency to uniformity
the efforts of a cultivated minority to main-
tain a certain distinction and infuse it into
their lives and minds are not very successful.
They have secondary schools for their boys
in which the teachers are men, and even
boarding-schools in the country, more or less
Gothic in aspect and English in regimen;
there are other semi-foreign institutions and
circles, Catholic or Jewish, in which religion
is the dominant consideration. There is also
the society of the very rich, with cosmo-
politan leanings and a vivacious interest in
artistic undertakings and personalities. But
all these distinctions, important as they may
seem to those who cultivate them, are a mere
shimmer and ripple on the surface of American
life; and for an observer who sees things in
perspective they almost disappear. By a
merciful dispensation of nature, the pupils
of these choice establishments, the moment
they plunge into business or politics, acquire
the protective colouring of their environment
and become indistinguishable from the generic
American. Their native disposition was after
all the national one, their attempted special
education was perfunctory, and the influence